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To: Board of School Directors 
From: Robert O’Donnell, Vernon Bock, Ed Poprik, and Randy Brown 
RE: Playground Process Update 
Date: May 15, 2019 
 
On Thursday, May 16, we plan to have Metcalfe Architecture & Design, LLC present its refined 
master planning work to date, which includes updated designs that combine traditional elements 
with nature play. Specifically, Metcalfe will focus its presentation on the three elementary 
schools under construction at this time: Corl Street, Radio Park and Spring Creek.  
 
We will return to the facilities and grounds committee on June 6 with an update regarding plans 
for the fall at these three schools. As soon as possible, we will present the committee with three 
proposals that blend aspects of Metcalfe’s design with some of our existing equipment. These 
proposals will take into consideration input from our students, staff, and community through 
evening forums, a survey, a recent community feedback form, and PTSO meetings. For your 
reference, we have attached the results of our Community Input Form that was on our 
playground master planning website. 
 
Due to the Corl Street, Radio Park and Spring Creek projects drawing to a close, updating these 
playgrounds is our immediate priority. As a part of the master planning process, playground 
proposals for the remaining elementary schools, as well as Mount Nittany, Park Forest and 
Delta middle schools, will be brought forward during the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
Our overall intent is to install comparable playgrounds at each of our elementary and middle 
schools for improved play experiences and increased ADA accessibility for our students with 
physical disabilities. Previously, our playgrounds were developed in a site-based manner rather 
than with a district-wide lens. 
 
Equipment 
The master planning process assessed the condition of current equipment, identifying structures 
that could be retained. We intend to incorporate these traditional structures into our proposals. 
This is consistent with stakeholder feedback and will help us integrate our current equipment 
with additions recommended by the master planning process. Additionally, this ensures we are 
maximizing the district’s resources with our comprehensive playground proposals. 

https://www.scasd.org/cms/lib/PA01000006/Centricity/Domain/1/Playground2draft.pdf
https://www.scasd.org/cms/lib/PA01000006/Centricity/Domain/1/Playground2draft.pdf
https://www.scasd.org/cms/lib/PA01000006/Centricity/Domain/1/CommInput.pdf
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Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) Accessibility Standards 
Metcalfe’s recent audit noted ADA accessibility as a concern in our current playgrounds. 
According to Access Board, certain percentages of playgrounds should be accessible to 
students with physical disabilities. Our goal is to follow such guidelines within each of our 
playground proposals.  
 
Cost 
The initial designs from Metcalfe and refinements are high-level concepts that do not take 
financial constraints into account. The intent was to provide a wide array of options for review. 
Currently, we are reflecting on Metcalfe’s design options, with the goal of balancing costs with 
community feedback to develop comparable engaging and accessible playgrounds at each 
elementary and middle school. Accessibility is a significant cost driver in the design concepts. 
The average cost in Metcalfe’s initial and refined presentations was approximately $500,000 per 
playground; however, these were not proposals to our Board, nor did these include substantial 
reuse of existing equipment. Previously, our existing playgrounds cost in the $75,000 range, 
which included PTO contributions.* Additionally, our previous costs didn’t include site 
preparation and equipment installation. We expect to spend more on these new playgrounds 
than in previous years under the current plan, which will be funded from our capital financing 
plan. Proposal estimates will include annual maintenance costs. Development of the financing 
plan continues to evolve, and the plan will be presented to the Board in early June. 
 
*We are currently exploring how community support could help with funding playgrounds. 
 
Next Steps 
As stated above, we are prioritizing the development of plans for Corl St., Radio Park, and 
Spring Creek to be presented to our Board’s facility and grounds committee on June 6. During 
the fall semester of 2019-2020, we will return to the Board will a timeline for the remaining 
school playgrounds. 
 
At this time, district administrators will continue to analyze community feedback and collaborate 
with the Metcalfe team to refine master plans that combine existing resources with nature play 
experiences into a proposal to the Board of Directors that is within our eventual budget. Once a 
proposal is accepted, the refined concept designs need to be developed into blueprints to begin 
construction. 
 
Recommendation 
In order to realize progress for the fall, we recommend the Board appoint Metcalfe as the design 
professional for these projects. A draft contract will be provided for review. 

https://www.access-board.gov/attachments/article/1369/play-guide.pdf

